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Parliament of Albania in the framework of election of the new members of the Constitutional Court and Supreme Court make a request on following questions: 
 

1- In what way are elected the members  of the Constitutional Court and Supreme Court? 
 

2- In case they are elected by the Parliament, what is the way they are voted? Is the voting procedure secret or open? 
 

 

The Constitutional Court
	Country
	In what way are elected the members of the Constitutional Court 
	In case they are elected by the Parliament, what is the way they are voted? Is the voting procedure secret or open?



	Bulgaria
	The Constitutional Court shall consist of 12 judges, one-third of whom shall be elected by the National Assembly, one-third shall be appointed by the President, and one-third shall be elected by a joint meeting of the judges of the Supreme Court of Cassation and the Supreme Administrative Court.
	-Voting shall be in person. Votes may be ‘for’, ‘against’, or abstention. Voting shall be open. On the motion of a Parliamentary Group the National Assembly may decide a certain vote to be secret.
-The Members of the Constitutional Court who have been elected by the Parliament were elected with open votes.


	Czech Republic
	The Constitutional Court shall consist of fifteen Justices appointed for a term of ten years

Justices of the Constitutional Court shall be appointed by the President of the Republic and shall be confirmed by the Senate


	- The Senate may close the vote on the consent to the nomination of a Constitutional Court Justice not later than within 60 days of the submission of the request by the President of the Republic.

- A simple majority of Senators present shall be necessary for the consent of the Senate

	Hungary
	The eleven members of the Constitutional Court are elected by the Parliament with a qualified majority (the vote of two-thirds of all representatives) for a term of nine years. 
	The members of the Constitutional Court are elected by the Parliament with a qualified majority (the vote of two-thirds of all representatives)

	Lithuania
	- The Constitutional Court consists of 9 justices

- The Seimas appoints candidates for justices of the 

Constitutional Court from the candidates, three each submitted by the President of the Republic, the President of the Seimas, and the President of the Supreme Court, and appoint them as justices.

- The Seimas appoints the President of the Constitutional Court from among its justices upon the submission by the President of the Republic. 
	The appointment and dismissal of Justices of the Constitutional Court 

shall be voted upon by secret ballot.



	Croatia
	- The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia shall consist of thirteen judges elected by the Croatian Parliament. Candidacy proceedings and the proposal for the judges of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia to the Croatian Parliament shall be carried out by the committee of the Croatian Parliament, authorized for the constitutional issues.

· Committee on the Constitution, Standing Orders and Political System of the Croatian Parliament shall perform a public interview with each of the candidates who comply with the conditions for being elected judge of the Constitutional Court and on the basis of presented data and interview results shall compose a short list of candidates for judges of the Constitutional Court. As a rule the short list shall include more candidates than the number of judges of the Constitutional Court who will be elected.


	Secret voting shall be conducted for the elections or appointments when the number of candidates is greater than the number of posts being filled

	Montenegro 
	- The Parliament shall elect and dismiss the President and judges of Constitutional Court. 

- The President proposes to the Parliament candidates for the President and judges of the Constitutional Court.


	- The Parliament shall elect and dismiss the Presidents and judges of the Constitutional Court with the majority vote of the total number of Members the Parliament.

- The voting procedure is secret, the constitutional court judges are elected by a secret ballot.



	Moldavia
	- The Constitutional Court consists of 6 judges appointed for a mandate of 6 years.

- Two of the judges are appointed by the Parliament, two by the Government and two by the Supreme Committee of Magistracy.
	The judges of the Constitutional Court elect the Chairman by secret voting procedure.



	Slovenia
	The judges of the Constitutional Court are elected by the National Assembly on the proposal of the Judicial Council. 


	The constitutional court judges are elected by a secret ballot by a majority vote of all deputies.



	Ukraine
	 The Constitutional Court of Ukraine consists of eighteen judges.  Six of them are appointed by the President of Ukraine (after consulting with the Prime Minister and the Minister of Justice), another six are appointed by the Parliament of Ukraine and the other six - by the Congress of Judges of Ukraine.  
	The Parliament of Ukraine appoints the judges of the Constitutional Court by by secret voting submitting the bulletins

	Slovakia
	- Constitutional Court judges are appointed by the President of the Slovak Republic upon a proposal by the National Council of the Slovak Republic.

	- no election 


	Poland
	The Constitutional Tribunal is composed of 15 judges chosen individually by the Sejm for a term of office of 9 years.
	A resolution of the Sejm concerning the election of a judge of the Tribunal requires an absolute majority of votes in the presence of at least half of the total number of deputies. The voting procedure is open.


Supreme Court

	Country
	In what way are elected the members of the Supreme Court?
	In case they are elected by the Parliament, what is the way they are voted? Is the voting procedure secret or open?



	Austria
	The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed pursuant to the proposal of the Federal Government by the Federal President or, by reason of his authorization, by the competent Federal Minister. 


	

	Estonia
	- The Chief  Justice of the Supreme Court is appointed to office by the parliament Riigikogu, on the proposal of the President of the Republic for nine years. 

- Justices of the Supreme Court are appointed to office by the Riigikogu, on the proposal of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

- Other judges are appointed to office by the President of the Republic, on the proposal of the Supreme Court.

 


	Voting shall be secret only in few cases, including appointment to the office of the Chief Justice and justices of the Supreme Court.



	Denmark
	The Judicial Appointments Council, submits recommendations to the Minister of Justice for all judicial appointments including the Supreme Court except the post of president of the Supreme Court. 


	

	Croatia
	 The President of the Supreme Court shall be appointed and relieved from duty by the Croatian Parliament at the proposal of the President of the Republic, with a prior opinion of the general session of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia and of the authorized committee of the Croatian Parliament.


	- Secret voting shall be conducted for the elections or appointments when the number of candidates is greater than the number of posts being filled.

- At the proposal of not less than one tenth of the deputies, Parliament may decide on public voting in the case of elections and appointments, provided that the candidate nominated submitted by the Elections, Appointments and Administration Committee

 is voted on first, and thereafter other candidates in alphabetical order according to their surnames.



	Letonia
	The Supreme Court justices are confirmed for office by the Saeima (Parliament). 


	The voting procedure is secret.

	Lithuania,
	Justices of the Supreme Court as well as its President chosen from among them are appointed and dismissed by the Seimas upon the submission of the President of the Republic. 
	Issues concerning the appointment and dismissal of Judges of the Supreme Court and Presidents of the said Courts, Chairmen of the Divisions of the Supreme Court shall also be voted upon by secret ballot.



	Hungary
	The President of the Supreme Court is elected by the National Assembly upon a proposal of the President of the Republic. 


	The election of the President of the Supreme Court has to be voted by a majority of two thirds of the deputies.

	Montenegro
	- The judges of the Supreme Court of Montenegro shall be elected and dismissed from duty by the Judicial Council.  

- The President of the Supreme Court shall be elected and dismissed from duty by the Parliament at the joint proposal of the President of Montenegro, the Speaker of the Parliament and the Prime Minister. 
	The Parliament shall elect and dismiss the President of the Supreme Court with the majority vote of the total number of Members the Parliament.

The voting procedure is open.


	Sweden
	The status of the Supreme Court is set out in the Constitution, in the Instrument of Government. The Court must have at least 14 members who must be legally qualified judges. 


	They are appointed by the Government. The Government also appoints the President of the 

Supreme Court.

	Ukraine
	- The Supreme Court of Ukraine is the highest judicial authority in Ukraine.  

· The number of the Supreme Court judges is determined by the decree of the President of Ukraine in accordance to the rendered list of the Supreme Court’s Head that in its turn is in agreement with the Council of Judges of Ukraine.  


	The judges of the Supreme Court are elected on a permanent basis.

	Switzerland,
	The Federal Assembly elects the members of the Federal Supreme Court.

	The voting procedure is secret.

	Slovakia
	- Supreme Court judges are appointed and recalled by the President of the Slovak Republic at the proposal of the Judicial Council of the Slovak Republic.


	- no election 



	Israel
	 Judiciary the Justices of the Supreme Court are appointed, like the judges in lower instances, by the President of the State on the basis of the recommendation of a Committee for the Selection of Judges


	

	Norway
	Judges to the Supreme Court are appointed by the King.


	

	Poland
	According to Article 21 on the Supreme Court, a Justice performs his/her function after being appointed a Justice by the President of the Republic of Poland. 


	

	United Kingdom,
	In the UK there are no elections for the members of the Supreme Court


	Parliament does not have a formal role in the appointment process.



	Greece

	The Suprem Court shall be composed: the President of the Supreme Administrative Court, the President of the Supreme Civil and Criminal Court and the President of the  Court of Audit, four Councillors of the Supreme Administrative Court and four members of the Supreme Civil and Criminal Court chosen by lot for a two-year term. The Court shall be presided over by the President of the Supreme Administrative Court or the President of the Supreme Civil and Criminal Court, according to seniority.


	

	Finland
	The members of the Supreme Court are elected according to the Act on Judical Appointments .


	They are not elected by the Parliament.

	United States of America,
	In the United States, Supreme Court justices, federal court of appeals judges, and federal district court judges "are nominated by the President and confirmed by the United States Senate, as stated in the Constitution.

- Nominations for the Supreme Court, Courts of Appeals and District Courts are made by the President and confirmed by the Senate
	The Senate (100 members) may vote to confirm or reject the nomination with a "voice vote" (individual Senators votes are not recorded), or with a recorded vote, but either way, the voting is public. [Prior to 1929, this voting  on nominations was done in secret]   The floor proceedings of the Senate are broadcast on television and radio by the C-SPAN network



	Moldavia
	The chairman, vice-chairman and the judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the Parliament on the proposal of the Supreme Committee of the Magistracy. 


	The voting procedure is open.
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